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Le specie target del 
progetto e il monitoraggio

Camilla Gotti, Luca Melega
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THE MAIN PLAYERS:  THE PROCELLARIIFORMES

2 1 , 2 0 1  – 3 5 , 9 7 5  p a i r s
Yelkouan shearwater (Puffinus yelkouan)

Scopoli’s shearwater (Calonectris diomedea)
1 4 2 , 4 7 8 - 2 2 2 , 8 8 6  p a i r s

1 6 , 0 0 0  p a i r s

Mediterranean Storm Petrel 
(Hydrobates pelagicus melitensis)

@MirkoUgo

@MirkoUgo
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THE MAIN PLAYERS:  THE PROCELLARIIFORMES

@MirkoUgo

@MirkoUgo

 Endemic to the Mediterranean 
sea

LAND 
AHOY!!

They spend most of their time in the 
open sea, are faithful to their breeding 
site, lay a single egg per year, become 
reproductive when they are 4-6 years old.

 They breed in colonies, inside burrows 
on rocky shores, returning to the nest only 
at night.
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THE MAIN PLAYERS:  THE PROCELLARIIFORMES

@MirkoUgo

@MirkoUgo

 VERY VULNERABLE 
SPECIES!!!

 VERY HARD TO 
MONITOR!!
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THE THREATS 

@MirkoUgo

@MirkoUgo

 BYCATCH

HUMAN 
DISTURBANCE

POLLUTION

OVERFISHING

…..
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THE THREATS 

@MirkoUgo

@MirkoUgo

 INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES!!! – THE BLACK RAT
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THE THREATS! 

@MirkoUgo

@MirkoUgo

 INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES!!! – THE BLACK RAT

x



(23)

(7)
(2)

(1)

12 rat eradication programs on 25 islands, 
funded mainly by EU LIFE projects.
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IMPORTANCE OF THE RESULTS

IMPORTANCE OF MONITORING!! 
(SHEARWATERS)

1. HOW MANY?
      - RAFT COUNTS
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IMPORTANCE OF THE RESULTS

IMPORTANCE OF MONITORING!! 
(SHEARWATERS)

1. HOW MANY?
      - BOTTLENECK
  COUNTS

MONTECRISTO
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IMPORTANCE OF THE RESULTS

IMPORTANCE OF MONITORING!! 
(SHEARWATERS)

2. WHERE DO THEY 
NEST?
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IMPORTANCE OF THE RESULTS

IMPORTANCE OF MONITORING!! 
(SHEARWATERS)

2. WHERE DO THEY 
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IMPORTANCE OF THE RESULTS

IMPORTANCE OF MONITORING!! 
(SHEARWATERS)

2. WHERE DO THEY 
NEST?
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IMPORTANCE OF THE RESULTS

IMPORTANCE OF MONITORING!! 
(SHEARWATERS)

First check: beginning of incubation
Data obtained: active nests

3. WHICH IS 
THEIR 
BREEDING 
SUCCESS??
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IMPORTANCE OF THE RESULTS

IMPORTANCE OF MONITORING!! 
(SHEARWATERS)

Second check: just before young fledging
Data obtained: number of fledging/pair

3. WHICH IS 
THEIR 
BREEDING 
SUCCESS??
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IMPORTANCE OF THE RESULTS

IMPORTANCE OF MONITORING!! 
STANDARDIZED AND REPEATABLE 

Monitoring Protocols!

1. HOW MANY?

2. WHERE DO THEY NEST?

3. WHICH IS THEIR 
BREEDING SUCCESS?



RATS AND PRODUCTIVITY

The reproductive success in almost all the Italian
islands with rats was between 0 to 10% in all the
nests checked, whereas after the eradications it
increased up to 70-90%

YELKOUAN SHEARWATER

MONTECRISTO

18
TAVOLARA



SCOPOLI’S SHEARWATER

LA SCOLA

PIANOSA
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RATS AND PRODUCTIVITY

The reproductive success in almost all the Italian
islands with rats was between 0 to 10% in all the
nests checked, whereas after the eradications it
increased up to 70-90%



RATS AND PRODUCTIVITY: 
PALMAROLA REINVASION
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SHEARWATER MONITORING IS HARD!!!!!!
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SHEARWATER MONITORING IS HARD!!!!!!

ARTIFICIAL COLONIES! 

Montecristo 2012
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SHEARWATER MONITORING IS HARD!!!!!!

Montecristo 2025

ARTIFICIAL COLONIES! 
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SHEARWATER MONITORING IS HARD!!!!!!

Tavolara 2025

ARTIFICIAL COLONIES! 
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SHEARWATER MONITORING IS HARD!!!!!!

Cerboli 2025

ARTIFICIAL COLONIES! 
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SHEARWATER MONITORING IS HARD!!!!!!

Pianosa 2024

ARTIFICIAL COLONIES! 
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